
 

 

CLEARWATER COUNTY 
COUNCIL AGENDA 

October 14, 2014 at 9:00 A.M. 
Council Chambers (4340 – 47 Avenue, Rocky Mountain House AB) 

 
 

9:30 A.M. Delegation: RCMP Detachment Commanders’ Reports 
12:00 P.M.  Lunch at Rocky Library with Board 
        
A.       CALL TO ORDER  
 
B.  AGENDA ADOPTION 
 
C. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
1. September 22, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
D.       PUBLIC WORKS  
1.  Cliffside Trail Stop Sign 
2. Stop Sign installation at Railroad Crossing on RR 5-2 
3.  Bylaw 995/14 – Speed reduction  
 
E. COMMUNITY & PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
1. Parkland Regional Library Budget 
2.  9:30 A.M. Delegation: RCMP Detachment Commanders’ Reports (verbal)  
3. Community Peace Officers (CPO) Quarterly Report (verbal) 
4. May Long Weekend Task Force Report 
 
F. MUNICIPAL 
1. TABLED ITEM: Rescheduling of November 11 Regular Council Meeting 
2. Request for Reimbursement of Legal Costs 
3.  AAMDC questions for opposition leaders (item to follow) 
             

IN CAMERA* 
1. Land  
2. Land – Nordegg  
3. Labour 

 
* For discussions relating to and in accordance with: a) the Municipal Government Act, Section 197 (2) and b) the Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, Sections 21 (1)(ii); 24 (1)(a)(c); 25 (1)(c)iii; and 27 (1)(a) 

 
G. INFORMATION 
1. CAO’s Report 
2. Public Works Director’s Report 
3. Accounts Payable Listing 
4. Councillor Remuneration 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 



 

 

 
 
TABLED ITEMS 

Date  Item, Reason and Status      
 
04/10/12 Arbutus Hall Funding Request 

 To allow applicant to provide a complete capital projects plan.  
 
STATUS:  Pending Information, Community and Protective Services 
 
 

Date  Item, Reason and Status      
 
09/08/14 D.1. Development Request 

 To obtain legal opinion.  
 
STATUS:  Pending Information, Public Works 
 
 
 



 

 

Agenda Item  

Project:  Cliffside Trail Stop Sign 

Presentation Date: October 14, 2014 

Department: Public Works Author: Peter Leek/Marshall Morton 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: Infrastructure & Asset 
Management 

Goal: To effectively manage the financial 
and physical assets of the County in order 
to support the growth and development of 
the County while obtaining maximum value 
from County owned infrastructure and 
structures. 

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _  

Recommendation: That Council reviews and approves, by resolution, the proposed 
adjustment thereby amending the regulatory sign bylaw to permit the installation of the 
proposed Stop sign as shown on the attached map. 
 

Attachments List: Regulatory Sign Map 

 

Background:  

Cliffside Trial lies just behind the West End Husky station off of Range Road 7-3A (River Road).  

Through routine maintenance inspections this intersection was identified as a potential spot to 

install a Stop sign, as there is no sign currently at this location.  It was also brought to the 

attention of administration that a business was approved down this road thus increasing the 

traffic flow out of the area and onto an already busy Range Road 7-3A (River Road).  
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Agenda Item  

Project:  Stop Sign installation at Railroad Crossing on RR 5-2 

Presentation Date: October 14, 2014 

Department: Public Works Author: Peter Leek/Marshall Morton 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: Infrastructure & Asset 
Management 

Goal: To effectively manage the financial 
and physical assets of the County in order 
to support the growth and development of 
the County while obtaining maximum value 
from County owned infrastructure and 
structures. 

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _  

Recommendation: That Council reviews and approves, by resolution, the proposed 
adjustment thereby amending the regulatory sign bylaw to permit the installation of the two 
proposed Stop signs as shown on the attached map. 
 

Attachments List: Regulatory Sign Map 
                                E-mail correspondence 

 

Background:  

Range Road 5-2 crosses the CN railway line at Mile 77.87 Brazeau Subdivision.  Through a 

compliance monitoring of randomly selected crossings done by Shelly Gloeden, a Railway 

Safety Inspector, it was determined that there was sightline issues at this crossing.  

Conversations between CN Railway and Clearwater County have determined that installing stop 

signs at this location would benefit both parties to alleviate the sightlines issues. 
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From: Gloeden, Shelly [mailto:Shelly.Gloeden@tc.gc.ca]  

Sent: Friday, September 12, 2014 9:01 AM 
To: 'mmorton@clearwatercounty.ca'; Dennis Eady 

Subject: Public Crossing of Range Road 52 and Mile 77.87 Brazeau Subdivision 

 

Attention: Dennis Eady, Manager Public Works, Canadian National Railway 

  Marshall Morton, Director, Public Works, Clearwater County 

  
Dear Sirs: 
  
I am a Railway Safety Inspector designated by the Minister of Transport under section 27 of the Railway 
Safety Act (RSA).  
  
Railways and Road Authorities are jointly responsible for ensuring conditions at crossings are safe for 
both the railway and roadway users.  Consequently, the railway company and road authority must 
mutually explore any condition that may affect the safety of the crossing users.  Transport Canada 
officers monitor the safety of the railway and ensure compliance with all requirements of the Railway 
Safety Act. 
  
On September 9, 2014, I conducted compliance monitoring of randomly selected crossings on the 
Brazeau Subdivision.  At the crossing of Range Road 52 and Mile 77.87 Brazeau Subdivision, I observed 
sightlines (NW, SE, and SW quadrants) are restricted as vehicles approach the crossing through the safe 
stopping distance.  Maximum train speed is 40 mph. 
  
I recommend the sight line issues be addressed or alternative traffic control measures be put in place to 
address this finding.  If stop signs are installed, please ensure sightlines are adequate at the stop 
position.  Note: long vehicles require more time to clear the crossing than a standard passenger vehicle 
and sightlines need to be adjusted accordingly. 
  
Please inform the office in writing by September 26, 2014, as to how you intend to address these 
findings  If you have any questions, you may contact me by phone (306-975-6874) or by email 
(shelly.gloeden@tc.gc.ca).  Thank you. 
  
Best regards, 
  

  
  
Shelly Gloeden 
Railway Works Engineer/Ingéieure, Installations ferroviaires  
Room 305 Federal Building/Immeuble Féderal, pièce 305  
101-22nd Street East/101, 22 ième rue est  
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan  S7K 0E1  
Telephone: 306.975.6874 Téléphone: 306.975.6874  
Facsimile: 306.975.4555 Télécopieur: 306.975.4555  
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Agenda Item  

Project:  Amend By-law 995/14 

Presentation Date: October 14, 2014 

Department: Public Works Author: Peter Leek/Marshall Morton 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: Infrastructure & Asset 
Management 

Goal: To effectively manage the financial 
and physical assets of the County in order 
to support the growth and development of 
the County while obtaining maximum value 
from County owned infrastructure and 
structures. 

Legislative Direction: ☐None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☒ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)      995/14 _  

Recommendation: Administration requests that Council reviews the information and 
approve BY-LAW NO. 995/14 allowing the amending of the 50km/h zone to a 30km/h zone 
for the 250m portion of the road past the Ferrier Community Hall. 
 

Attachments List: Regulatory Sign Map 
                                By-law  

 

Background: 

The Ferrier Community Association, after talking to the CCPAC,  has approached 

administration about the need to install 30 km/h signs under the playground signs at the 

Ferrier Community Hall to help enforce the playground signs and slow vehicles down.  

The community mailboxes are also located at this location which adds to the traffic 

volume in this area.  
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To: Clearwater County Council 
  
    RE: Addition of 30 km posted speed limit to existing ‘playground’ signs at Ferrier Hall 
  
    The speed of vehicles past the Ferrier Hall has been a growing concern.  We started a coffee group at 
the hall that meets every other week and it was during this time that we noticed that the speed limit was 
hardly ever observed on the road in front of the hall.  The issue was brought to a CCPAC meeting where 
we were advised that a playground sign is difficult to enforce on its own. The speed limit needs to be 
posted as well. 
   There have been incidents where we have had little ones near the road at the mail boxes or walking 
along the road and trucks were going by them way to fast.   It would be nice to be able to walk our 
residential roads without vehicles speeding by you.   
  The local mailboxes are located by the hall so there is a moderate amount of traffic entering and exiting 
that area as well. It will be a matter of time before the vehicles speeds will increase the risk of a collision 
at this corner.  Local law enforcement have monitored the area and issued tickets for speeds beyond the 
50 km/hr posted residential speed limit. More needs to be done, particularly as development brings more 
traffic to this road.  
  
At our Ferrier Community Association meeting on September 17, 2014, the issue was discussed and a 
motion was passed to request that we contact the ClearWater County and request to have additional 30 
km/hr speed limit signs (no time restrictions) posted with the playground sign.  
  
For any additional information please contact  me at debbiegastonguay@gmail.com or 403-845-
6922.     .    .     
  
Thank You 
  
Debbie Gastonguay 
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BYLAW NO. 995/14 

CLEARWATER COUNTY 

 

A By-law of Clearwater County, in the Province of Alberta, to establish 

maximum speed limits throughout the County. 

 

WHEREAS, provisions of Section 14 of the Highway Traffic Act, being 

Chapter H-7 of the Revised Statutes of Alberta, 1980, and amendments thereto, 

authorize the Council to establish maximum speed limits in excess of  eighty 

(80) kilometers per hour for highways under its control; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of Clearwater County deems it advisable to establish a 

maximum speed limit for various roads within its control. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of Clearwater County, in the Province of 

Alberta, duly assembled, enacts as follows: 

 

1. That a maximum speed limit on Ferrier Road beginning at the 

intersection of Ferrier Drive north of Twp Road 39-3  approximately 

350m and continuing north  for 250m past the Ferrier Community  Hall 

to the intersection of Ferrier Close, as outlined on the attached Schedule 

“A”, be decreased to Thirty (30) kilometers per hour. 

 

2. That the proper speed limit signs be placed on the above described 

roads. 

 

3. That this By-law takes effect as at the final reading of the By-law. 

 

 

READ A FIRST TIME this 11th day of January A.D., 2011. 

    

READ A SECOND TIME this 11th day of January A.D., 2011. 

 

READ A THIRD AND FINAL TIME this 11th day of January A.D., 2011. 

 

 

         

         
 REEVE 
  
 
 
        
 MUNICIPAL MANAGER 
 

 
 
 
 
  

D3



 
 

Agenda Item  

Project: Parkland Regional Library Proposed Budget 2015 - 2017 

Presentation Date: October 14, 2014 

Department: Community & Protective 
Services 

Author: Katie Lutz 

Budget Implication:         ☐  N/A      ☒ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: Quality of Life 

Goal: Council will continue to rely on volunteers, 

profit and not-for-profit organizations for the provision 
of recreation, culture or leisure programs not 
organized or offered by the local Recreation Boards. 

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _________________________   

Recommendation: That Council approves Parkland Regional Library’s 2015-2017 
proposed budget as presented. 
 

Attachments List: PRL Proposed Budget 2015-2017 

 

Background: 

Parkland Regional Library (PRL) has forwarded their proposed budget for 2015-2017 for 

Council’s review and approval.  

The proposed budget outlines an increase in per capita rates from $7.50 in 2014 to $7.73 in 

2015. Based on the most recent census information, which lists Clearwater County’s 

population at 12,278 residents, the total PRL requisition amount for 2015 would be 

$94,908.94.  This represents an increase of $2,823.94 over the 2014 requisition amount. In 

other words, 2015 is a 3% increase from 2014, and then 2015 and 2016 are projected to 

have 5% increases. 

PRL is also forecasting per capita rates of $8.08 for 2016 and $8.46 for 2017. The per 

capita requisition number being proposed for 2015 is $0.15 less than projected at this time 

last year. 

PRL has requested that Council provide a written decision regarding the approval of the 

budget before November 1, 2014 in order that any concerns may be addressed at the PRL 

Board meeting that is scheduled for November 6, 2014. 
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Summary of 2014 May 
Long  Weekend Joint 

Operation

Clearwater County Highway Patrol 

Prepared By:  Sgt. Terri Miller   Clearwater County Highway Patrol 

Information compiled by Don Livingston– Sustainable Resources

10/10/20141



 Clearwater County Highway Patrol
 ESRD   (Lands Div. and Forestry)
 (RMH, Sundre, Drayton Valley, Rimbey and Red Deer Traffic Serv)
 Fish & Wildlife Enforcement Branch
 Clearwater Fire Services
 Brazeau County Enforcement
 Parks Enforcement Branch
 Commercial Vehicle Enforcement
 Rocky Mountain House Enforcement

10/10/20142

Task Force Participants



 Consistent public safety messaging  and enforcement by all agencies. 

 Increase contact with youth groups (Grads parties) and campers early on set 
the tone for weekend.   (ie Check stops, major and roving)

 To educate users regarding traffic safety, the safe use of OHV’s, respect for the 
land,   responsible camping,  liquor violations,  fire safety and garbage disposal.

 Provide greater enforcement coverage within  Clearwater County and adjust 
resources to account for unforeseen activity such as searches or fire bans

 Vary patrol types to engage different users (jet boats, OHV, helicopter, road 
patrols and roving checks)

10/10/20143

Objectives



Education 

10/10/20144

Key messages were delivered by Clearwater County Highway Patrol at

Red Deer Outdoorsman Show

Rocky Trade Show

Newspapers and radio

• Introduction of the Sasquatch Program 

• Safe Camping and use of Off Highway Vehicles

• Proper disposal of garbage

• Respecting the land

• Environmental protection – not riding in wetlands and waterways

• Continued positive media messages and education programs  will help reduce serious injury and deaths. 



 Working with industry and user groups to ensure everyone safely enjoys the landscapes, 
forests, foothill and mountains connected by the rivers, streams and lakes within our area. 

 Educating users of the west country on use of the land and waterways to ensure safe 
water supplies for Alberta’s population 

 Identifying most desirable locations to randomly camp through signage 

 Positive messaging around use of off highway vehicles, trails and camping in the west 
country. 

10/10/20145

Sasquatch Initiative
Clearwater County



10/10/20146

Support from Local Gov’t and 
Community Groups

Clearwater County
Town of Rocky Mountain House
Village of Caroline
Rural Crime Watch



 Major check stop was conducted on Hwy 591 west of Caroline on Friday.

 Roving patrols throughout weekend 

 Vehicles were checked for liquor, documents, equipment and warrants.

 A number of public officials from Clearwater County, Rocky Mountain House, and 
Caroline were present at check handing out information regarding about the new 
Sasquatch program, environmental issues and safety in the west country. 

 Positive response from people that were checked.  

 Decrease in the number of vehicles through the check possibly due to Friday off 
from schools. 

10/10/20147

Check Stop 
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CHECKSTOP   HWY 591
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Liquor in Vehicles



 Fewer visitors - Downward trend in last 3 years 

 Increase in Environmental damage. – Public Lands riding in waterways and 
shorelines.

 Emergency Services reported a quiet May long weekend

 AHS not able to collect stats for the task force due to policy

 Task force officer participants down

 Impaired drivers up from 2013

 People arrested - increased this year

10/10/201410

Statistics
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES



People Checked
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Tickets Issued by Agency 
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OHV’s
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OHV’S Checked
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Each year a number of companies sponsor  the placing of Industrial Dumpster. These 
companies included  

Husky                                                            Encana
Suncor Energy                                           Keyera
Rocky Fish & Game                                      Penn West
Lightstream Energy                                     Rockywood Preservers                              
Sundre Trappers Assoc Capital Pressure
Sundre Forest Products                               Conoco Philips
Daylight Energy Baytex
Clearwater Mutual Aid Co-Op Weyerhaeuser
Drayton Trappers Assoc.         Apache 
TAQA North  Devon Canada

TOTAL COST  $10,600.00

10/10/201416

Industrial Dumpster Costs



Site Inspections & Public Consultation
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 2  Rock slides on Red Deer 
Access 

 1 vehicle damaged – no injuries

10/10/201418

Grizzly sighting near 
campsite – RD Access

OTHER INCIDENTS



 Task force continues to be very successful on May Long Weekend

 Helicopter recon and patrols of the west country assisted in locating hot spots. 

 As a Task force we see the May long weekends as a “social” issue, not a single “agency” 
issue

 The value of the contacts, working relationships, and partnerships that were created 
through this project are immeasurable. 

 Agencies will continue to lobby for additional manpower on ALL long weekends

 Through the public eye we are seen as a one force working towards a common goal, 

 This relationship also helps to eliminate the “not my area” and “not my mandate” 
mentality that we often see within our organizations which is readily picked up by the 
general public. 

10/10/201419

Conclusion



?
10/10/201420

Questions



 

Agenda Item  

TABLED Item:           Rescheduling November 11 Regular Council Meeting 

Presentation Date: October 9, 2014 

Department: Municipal Author: Ron Leaf 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: Governance Goal:  

Legislative Direction: ☐None                                       

                                     ☒ Provincial Legislation (cite)   MGA Sec 192(1); Sec 193(3)  

                                     ☒ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) Bylaw #954/12      _  

Recommendation: That Council reschedules the November 11, 2014 regular Council 
meeting to November 12. 

 

Background:  

At their regular meeting on September 22, 2014, Council tabled the item recommending 

rescheduling of the regularly scheduled November 11, 2014 Council meeting to Wednesday 

November 12, 2014 – in order for Councillor Duncan to review a potential scheduling conflict.  

Councillor Duncan has indicated he does not have any conflict in scheduling on November 12.  
 
Should Council support the recommendation to reschedule the meeting, the date change will be 
advertised in accordance with the Procedural Bylaw and Municipal Government Act (MGA) 
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Agenda Item  

Item: Request for Reimbursement of Legal Costs 

Presentation Date: October 14, 2014 

Department: CAO Author: Ron Leaf 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area:  Goal:  

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _  

Recommendation: That Council discusses the requests from Chuck Shipley and John 
Vandermeer regarding reimbursement of legal costs related to the 2013 municipal election.  

 
Attachments List:     Chuck Shipley Sept 24, 2014 letter  

John Vandermeer October 6, 2014 letter 
 

Background:  

I have received letters from Chuck Shipley and John Vandermeer requesting reimbursement for 

the legal costs they incurred relating to the judicial review that followed the 2013 municipal 

election. Copies of the letters are attached. 

As Council is aware, the Judge who considered the application did award costs to Mr. Shipley 

and Mr. Vandermeer and ordered the County to pay for a portion of the legal costs incurred by 

both gentlemen. I believe the costs the County paid accounted for approximately 1/3 of the 

costs Messers Shipley and Vandermeer incurred.  

Council has no policy to provide guidance on how Council might respond nor is there any 

historical precedent on which to draw. I asked Joanne Klauer of MacPherson, Leslie and 

Tyerman LLP for advice however she was not aware of any applications similar to this one 

which Council might use for guidance. 

I recommend that Council reviews these requests and provides direction on how it wishes to 

respond.  

I also recommend that Council directs me to  develop a policy for Council’s consideration 

regarding costs municipal candidates or incumbents may incur related to recounts by the 

Returning Officer, judicial recounts or judicial reviews.   
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MANAGER’S REPORT 
October 14, 2014 

 
1. West Frasier (WF) Tour 

The Tour of West Frasier facilities is confirmed for October 29. I understand that 
Council members from the Town and Village will also be attending. The details 
regarding the day are as follows: 

7:50 a.m.  Depart RMH (Earl & John to drive to Sundre individually) 
9:00 a.m.              Arrive Sundre 
9:00 - 10:00         Presentation by WF 
10:00 - 12:00       Tour mill facilities 
12:00 - 1:00         Lunch (dine and dash) 
2:00ish                Arrive LVL 
3:00/3:30             Tour LVL 
4:30                     Arrive back in Rocky or Caroline 

 
We are asked to meet at what WF calls the “Sawmill House”.  The house is located 
right beside Hwy 584.  The driveway to the house is located about 100 meters east 
of the main entrance to the mill.  If you miss the entrance Tom Daniels cautions 
against trying a U-turn at the mill entrance as the mill can be a very busy at that time 
in the morning. WF will provide safety gear during the tours. 
 

2. Upcoming Meetings – Adjacent Rural Municipalities  
I have contacted Tony Martens (CAO) with Mountain View County and scheduled for 
the Councils to meet during the AAMD&C convention on either November 18th or 
19th. Tracy is checking on the availability of the meeting room at the Union Bank Inn 
and she will advise of specific date and time once confirmed. The future of the 
James River Bridge is one topic that has been identified to be discussed as well as 
discussion around developing a central Alberta bridge standard. Are there other 
issues Council wishes to discuss? 
 
I also contacted Red Deer County and have proposed a meeting in late 
January/early February.  Are there any dates/events that councillors are able to 
advise of so I can avoid a conflict?  
 
The development of a central Alberta Bridge standard as well as expanding our 
existing a mutual aid agreement to include Red Deer County’s Search and Rescue 
team response for human or livestock extraction in the event of a barn collapse are 
two items proposed. Are there other topics that Council wishes to discuss with Red 
Deer County? 

 
3. Town/County Christmas Party 

The Town/County Christmas party will be held this year on December 5th. Invitations 
will be sent out in November but wished to provide notice to avoid potential conflicts. 

 
4. Tourism, Parks & Recreation “Thank You” 

Clearwater County recently received a letter of appreciation from Tom Sutherland, 
Chief of Parks Enforcement with AB Justice and Solicitor General recognizing the 
assistance Clearwater County’s Community Peace Officers provided during the 
Spreading Creek Fire and the contribution they made to public safety and traffic 
control.  



 
Upcoming Events 

 Tri-Council meeting October 16 – County office (9:30 a.m.) 

 CAAMDC Zone meeting October 17 (depart RMH @ 6:00 a.m. pickup Earl and 
John in Caroline) 

 AAMDC Fall convention November 17-20 

 Town/County Christmas Party – December 5 
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