
 

 

CLEARWATER COUNTY COUNCIL AGENDA 
November 24, 2015 

9:00 A.M. 
Council Chambers  

4340 – 47 Avenue, Rocky Mountain House AB 
 
 

9:05 A.M. Town of Rocky Mountain House: Kris Johnson, Director of Engineering &  
                 Operations -  Wastewater Facility Update, 2015 
9:25 A.M. Delegation: Greg Somers 
9:35 A.M. RMH RCMP: Staff Sargeant Mark Groves and 
      Clearwater County Highway Patrol: Sargeant Terri Miller 

         
 
A.       CALL TO ORDER  
 
 
 
B.  AGENDA ADOPTION 
 
 
 
C. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
1. November 10, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
D. PUBLIC WORKS 
1. 9:05 A.M. Kris Johnson, Director of Engineering & Operations, Town of Rocky Mountain House –  
           Wastewater Facility Update, 2015 
 
 
 
E. MUNICIPAL 
1.  9:25 A.M. Delegation: Greg Somers 
2. Response to Letter From Parkland County 
3. Alberta Land Institute – Land Use 2016 Conference 
4. Cancellation of December 22 Regular Council Meeting 
5. Invitation from Chamber of Commerce  
 
 
 
F. COMMUNITY & PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
1. 9:35 A.M. Staff Sargeant Mark Groves, RCMP Rocky Mountain House Detachment - Quarterly 

Statistics and 
 Sargeant Terri Miller, Clearwater County Highway Patrol – 2015 Quarterly Report  
2. Integration to Support Search and Rescue – Rocky Mountain House within the Clearwater County 

Community and Protective Services Division 
 
 
 
 



 

 

G. AG SERVICES & LANDCARE 
1. DRAFT Policy: Roadside Cleanup 
 
 
 
H.  INFORMATION 
1. CAO’s Report 
2. Public Works Director’s Report 
3. Councillors’ Verbal Report 
4. Accounts Payable Listing 
5. Councillors’ Remuneration 
 
 
 
I. IN CAMERA* 
1. Legal 
 
* For discussions relating to and in accordance with: a) the Municipal Government Act, Section 197 (2) and b) the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act, Sections 21 (1)(ii); 24 (1)(a)(c) and (g); 25 (1)(c)iii; and 27 (1)(a) 

 
J. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
TABLED ITEMS 
 

Date  Item, Reason and Status      
02/24/15 073/15 Invitation from Mayor’s Office, Drayton Valley 

STATUS:  Pending Information, Municipal 
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AGENDA ITEM 

PROJECT: Town of Rocky Mountain House, Wastewater Facility Update, 2015 

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24th, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Public Works 

WRITTEN BY: 

Kate Reglin/Kurt Magnus 

REVIEWED BY: 

Marshall Morton 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☒None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

Theme 2:  Well Governed and 

Leading Organization 

PRIORITY AREA: 

Objective – 2.6      Ensure 

timely compliance with 

statutory and regulatory 

obligations. 

STRATEGIES: 

Ensure the County operates 

effective and efficient water and 

wastewater systems that meet or 

exceed Provincial requirements. 

ATTACHMENT(S): Wastewater Treatment and Septage Receiving Station Report. 

                                  Lagoon – Effluent CBOD Results  

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council accepts this item as information. 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

As Council may recall, so as to accommodate external hauling, Clearwater County, in the year 

2013, approved funding the required upgrades to the Rocky Mountain House Wastewater 

Treatment Facility. The two main components of the required upgrades included additional 

aeration and the construction of an automated receiving station.  

 

As part of the agreement, the Town of Rocky Mountain House is to provide an annual report 

regarding the operations of the wastewater facility. 

 

Kris Johnson, Director of Engineering & Operations, with the Town of Rocky Mountain House, is 

here today to provide the Council of Clearwater County with a summary regarding the 

operations of the wastewater treatment facility. 
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TOWN OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
 

 

Report Template – January 2014 

 

Conformance to existing laws and Town Council Plans:                                

Conforms with: Yes/No/ 

Partial/NA 

Comments: 

Bylaws/Laws/Policies NA  

Sustainability Plan NA  

Council Strategic Plan/Priorities Yes This report is a requirement as per item 11.1 of the 

wastewater agreement between the Town and County. 

Budget/Long Term Plans NA  

Effects on future budgets NA  

Regional Impacts NA  

 

Background/Introduction 

As per item 11.1 of the Wastewater Agreement between the Town and County, “the Town will provide 

to the County a summary report of the lagoon operations, compliance, usage and capacity on a 

quarterly basis in the months of March, June, September and December.”  It was mutually agreed upon 

that the report to council dates will occur in April, July, October and January to ensure all sample 

results for the quarter are received prior to reporting. 

 

This report will focus on the wastewater treatment results measured in CBOD and the volume of bulk 

sewage received based on cubic metres received per month since the septage receiving station (SRS) 

opened on January 6, 2014. 

 

Definitions: 

 

 BOD (Biochemical Oxygen Demand) - The amount of oxygen needed by aerobic 

microorganisms to decompose all the organic matter. 

 

 CBOD (Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand) - The amount of oxygen required to 

oxidize carbon containing matter present in water.  A measurement of carbon mater contained 

in sewage effluent. 

 

 

 

REPORT TITLE:  Wastewater Treatment & Septage Receiving Station – 2015 Q3 Update 

 

 

PRESENTER:  Kris Johnson, P.Eng. 
Director of Engineering & Operations 

 

 

FILE #:  OP 2014/0026 (Wastewater Agreement) 

 

DEPARTMENT:   Engineering & Operations 
 

 

AGENDA DATE:  October 20, 2015 
 

DISCUSSIONS:  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 CBOD Results - 2008 to Now 
 

APPROVALS:   

_________________ 

Department Head  

 

__________________ 

Date  

 

__________________ 

CAO 

 

__________________ 

Date  
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TOWN OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
 

 

Report Template – January 2014 

Analysis: 

Wastewater Treatment Results 

Attached is a graph showing the CBOD results from January 2008 to June 2015 for you reference.  

These same results are listed numerically in the table below.  Note that the wastewater effluent shall 

have a CBOD of less than 25mg/L limit as per the Town’s approval from Alberta Environment.  Any 

results that exceeded this limit have been highlighted. 

 

Table 1:  Effluent Sample Results shown in CBOD (mg/L) 

 Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. AVE. 

2008 15.3 28.0 41.5 27.0 21.0 14.5 16.2 10.8 7.9 6.1 12.0 14.3 17.9 

2009 26.2 30.8 49.7 37.4 21.9 18.7 14.4 23.2 14.6 6.9 7.4 14.0 22.1 

2010 22.4 32.9 32.5 24.7 18.4 14.7 12.4 11.3 10.7 11.5 13.3 16.4 18.4 

2011 20.1 28.5 37.7 32.9 21.0 14.8 14.8 13.1 4.4 2.8 6.8 11.5 17.4 

2012 13.7 19.4 12.3 15.9 17.3 9.9 14.8 12.3 8.7 4.5 8.3 13.8 12.6 

2013 12.2 15.3 15.3 15.7 19.2 8.8 14.2 9.8 9.9 4.3 16.1 19.1 13.3 

2014 19.1 13.9 15.7 15.7 15.3 12.0 13.2 5.5 2.6 2.7 6.2 11.7 11.1 

2015 10.4 12.0 13.2 15.0 18.5 13.3 8.3 4.8 4.7     

 

The CBOD results increased in May and June but are still well below our approval requirement of  

25 mg/L. 

 

SRS Sewage Volumes 

Wastewater volumes received to date in 2015 along with volumes from 2014 are listed below: 

Table 2:  Sewage Volume Received at the SRS 

 Volume (m3) 

 2014 2015 

January 355.36 691.81 

February 485.32 777.98 

March 714.41 1,414.10 

April 853.77 982.95 

May 1,308.33 1,588.84 

June 1,548.78 2,156.28 

July 2,836.72 2,535.25 

August 2,790.33 3,114.20 

September 1,378.65 2,533.21 

October 1827.92  

November 740.85  

December 805.24  

TOTAL 15,645.68 16,794.62 
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TOWN OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
 

 

Report Template – January 2014 

 

Treatment Capacity 

The fine bubble aeration system at the lagoon consists of the following components: 

 3 -100Hp blowers 

 22 in-water distribution laterals 

 245 aeration diffusers 

 

The existing treatment capacity is outlines in the table below: 

Volume 

(m3/day) 

BOD Loading (kg/day) 
Population 

Bulk Volume 

(m3/year) Town Bulk TOTAL 

3,333 784 149 933 9,077 28,254 

 

 

Receiving Water Quality & Treatment Capacity Assessments 

As per our current Wastewater Approval from Alberta Environment, which expires in March 2021, the 

Town is required to complete a Receiving Water Quality Assessment (RWQA) and a Treatment 

Capacity Assessment by March 2016.  Draft assessment reports have been prepared and are expected 

to be finalized by the end of the year to meet this approval deadline.  

 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council accepts this report as information. 

 

 

External Communications: 

Clearwater County - for their Council meeting on November 10, 2015 
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AGENDA ITEM  

PROJECT: Delegation – Mr. Greg Somers 

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Corporate Services 

WRITTEN BY: 

Rudy Huisman 

REVIEWED BY: 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☒None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

Bylaw: _____________________________ Policy:_____________________________________ 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

Well Governed Leading 

Organization 

PRIORITY AREA: 

Compliance Obligations 

STRATEGIES: 

Build Community Trust 

ATTACHMENT(S): None 

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council receives the information as presented. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Mr. Greg Somers of Clearwater County has requested an opportunity to appear before 

County Council to express his concerns about certain land use policies. 

 

Mr. Somers has been allocated 10 minutes and is scheduled for 9:25 AM 
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AGENDA ITEM  

PROJECT: Response to letter from Parkland County  

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Corporate Services 

WRITTEN BY: 

Rudy Huisman 

REVIEWED BY: 

Ron Leaf 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☒None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

Bylaw: _____________________________ Policy:_____________________________________ 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

 

PRIORITY AREA: 

 

STRATEGIES: 

 

ATTACHMENT(S): Attachment 1: 

Attachment 2:    

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council considers whether it wishes to pursue the matter raised by 

Parkland County. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

On November 13, 2015 the County received an e-mail (Attachment 1) from Roy 

Shalgec, Parkland County Mayor asking municipalities to co-sign a letter to the Premier, 

(Attachment 2). 

 

The letter was to be sent on November 16th in order to pre-empt the G20 meetings 

being attended by Federal and Provincial officials on November 19th.  The logistics of 

bringing this item before Council in time to consider lending support were pretty much 

impossible.  Staff checked with Parkland County on November 17th and the letter had 

indeed been sent on the 16th without any indication of endorsement from Clearwater 

County.  Parkland County staff indicated that a second initiative was in the works and 

that Clearwater County would have an opportunity then if it so desired to participate. 

 

Should Clearwater County Council wish to send a letter to the Premier staff recommend 

that Council request details regarding any proposed changes to the current coal-fired 

transition plan, including details on implementation timelines, any associated penalties, 

as well as impacts on municipal taxation and electrical rates. 
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 

 

Dana Schlecker | Executive Assistant to the CAO | Parkland County 

53109A HWY 779 | Parkland County | AB | Canada | T7Z 1R1  

Office: 780 968 3237 | Fax: 780 968 8413  

dschlecker@parklandcounty.com | www.parklandcounty.com  

 

 

 

 

This communication is intended for use of the recipient to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential, 

personal and/or privileged information. Please contact me immediately if you are not the intended recipient of the 

communication and do not copy, distribute, or take action relying upon it. Any communication received in error, or 

subsequent reply, should be deleted or destroyed. 
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DRAFT Letter to the Premier, Edmonton Journal, Calgary Herald, and community newspapers  

In the communities we respectively serve as Mayors, there is rising concern with the 

Government of Alberta’s policy platform to accelerate the phase out of coal-fired generating 

stations, and the impact this will have, not only in the Capital Region, but throughout the 

province.  The government’s climate change and renewable energy strategies will have 

significant consequences for the economy, jobs, communities and all of the citizens of Alberta.  

It is inevitable that consumers will be immeasurably impacted through higher electricity rates. 

These issues merit serious consideration by your government. 

We recognize and support the need for progress on reducing greenhouse gas emissions; 

however, we feel a balanced and phased transition would have far less impact on the 

livelihoods of thousands of Albertans and their families.  

Our communities also depend on tax revenues from Alberta’s electricity sector, which pays for 

services in our communities – everything from social programs to infrastructure, as well as 

creating millions of dollars of economic spin-off.   Electricity generators have also demonstrated 

strong corporate involvement by supporting community organizations, local social and 

recreational programs, and making significant investments in Aboriginal communities.   These 

supports will likely be at risk.  

While the impact on future investment in Alberta cannot be ignored, our concerns are more 

immediate. For many businesses throughout the province, the prospect of rapidly rising 

electricity costs in the face of uncertainty and a prolonged economic downturn may be an 

untimely trade-off.  

There are solutions that achieve multiple objectives – environmental leadership, job protection, 

affordable and competitive electricity, and economic growth. There are many viewpoints on this, 

and all should be heard. The Dial Down Coal-Dial Up Renewables approach advanced by 

TransAlta, ATCO, and Maxim, is one alternative we encourage your government to consider.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Signed Mayors, etc. 

 

 

Copy: Hon. Margaret McCuaig-Boyd, Minister, Energy 

 Hon. Shannon Phillips, Minister, Environment and Parks  

 Hon. Joe Ceci, Minister, Finance Minister 

 Hon. Deron Bilous, Minister, Economic Development & Trade 
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AGENDA ITEM 

PROJECT: Alberta Land Institute – Land Use 2016 Conference 

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Municipal 

WRITTEN BY: 

Tracy Haight 

REVIEWED BY: 

Rudy Huisman 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☐  N/A      ☒ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☐None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

Managing Our Growth 

PRIORITY AREA: 

Plan for a well designed and 

built community. 

STRATEGIES: 
1.1.1 Ensure appropriate land use  

1.1.2 Prepare statutory plans 

1.1.3 Develop planning guidelines 

1.1.4 Partner with stakeholders 

ATTACHMENT(S): 1. Program Overview 2. Alberta Land Institute Annual Report 2014-15 

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council authorizes Councillor(s) attendance at the Land Use 2016 

Conference on May 4 and 5, 2016.  

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

Alberta Land Institute’s (ALI’s) Land Use 2016 Conference takes place in Edmonton May 4 and 

5.  The conference will bring together decision makers and researchers from Alberta and around 

the world to explore the theme of Regional Planning – how it influences the provision of 

ecosystem services, the use of agricultural land, and governance.  

 

Three members of Council were authorized to attend the previous conference held in 2014.  
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ALBERTA LAND INSTITUTE – LAND USE 2016 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

May 4, 2016 

Policy Stream 1: 

REGIONAL PLANNING FOR ECOSYSTEM GOODS & SERVICES 

Plenary Session: Regional Approach on Prioritization of 

Ecosystem Services 

David Panell 

Panel Discussion: Ecosystem Services & Municipal Priorities 

Michael Walters, Chris Manderson, Irena Creed 

Concurrent Session A: 

Conservation Offsets and 

Regulatory Mechanisms for 

Ecosystem Services 

Peter Boxall, Brian Makowecki, 

Dave Poulton 

Concurrent Session B:  

Ecosystem Services, 

Science, and Municipal Risk 

Management 

Shari Clare, Greg Goss, Guy 

Greenaway 

 Lunch 
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http://www.albertalandinstitute.ca/land-use-2016/program/program-sessions#PS1


Policy Stream 2: 

ALBERTA'S AGRICULTURE INDUSTRIES IN A CHANGING 

CONTEXT 

Plenary Session: Land Use and Competing Demands in a Global 

Context 

Andrew Plantinga 

Panel Discussion: Demands, Pressures and Attitudes 

Surrounding Farmland in Alberta 

Evan Davies, Brent Swallow, Ron McMullin 

Concurrent Session A: 

Agricultural Land Conversion in 

Alberta 

Scott Jeffrey, Arturo Sánchez-

Azofeifa, Jason Cathcart 

Concurrent Session B: 

Municipal Tools and 

Pressures on Land Use 

Bev Dahlby, Bill Given, TBA 

 Wine & Cheese / Student Poster Competition 
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 May 5, 2016 

Policy Stream 3: 

GOVERNANCE & REGIONAL PLANNING FOR SUSTAINABILITY 

Plenary Session: Governance and Regional Planning 

 TBA 

Panel Discussions: Report Card on the Land Use Framework 

Craig Copeland, Morris Seiferling, TBA 

Concurrent Session A: 

Municipal Planning Within 

the Land Use Framework 

Sandeep Agrawal, Kevin 

Jones, Lars Hallstrom 

Concurrent Session B: 

Thresholds in the Land Use 

Framework: The Science-Policy 

Linkage 

Dan Farr, Scott Milligan, TBA 

 Lunch 

  

Keynote Address: To Be Announced 

Conference Wrap Up 
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 MAY 4, 2016 - MORNING 

Policy Stream 1: REGIONAL PLANNING FOR ECOSYSTEM GOODS & 

SERVICES 

Some of the goods and services that we value most come not from markets, but from 

our natural surroundings. From clean water to carbon sequestration, public recreation 

to flood mitigation, many benefits to society come from ecosystems, and the 

organisms they support. When the people who own these ecosystems are compensated 

for maintaining the benefits they provide, the product being sold is called an 

‘ecosystem service’. 

As concerns about ecosystem services become more common, questions arise. How 

do government boundaries and planning processes impact ecosystem services? How 

are municipalities responding to the need for ecosystem services planning? Can 

coordination between jurisdictions really work to mitigate floods, or purify water? 

How can priorities be set between different needs, in different areas? 

This policy stream explores the importance of regional planning in supporting the 

provision of ecosystem services, with sessions addressing real-world examples from 

Alberta and abroad. 

 

Plenary Session: Regional Approach on Prioritization of Ecosystem 

Services 

David Panell 

Many jurisdictions around the world are striving to conserve or enhance the provision 

of ecosystem goods and services as part of their development plans. These services, 

provided by natural systems, include flood protection, water quality improvements, 

pollination, recreation and other benefits of natural capital. But how are priorities for 

the different environmental services being set? How is the provision of ecosystem 

services balanced with regional and municipal development objectives? What 

mechanisms are being used to provide ecosystem services and how are they being 

incorporated into regional planning? 
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 This plenary presentation explores experiences from other jurisdictions that have 

prioritized ecosystem service provision and linked ecosystem service to regional 

planning, particularly in Australia. The lessons learned regarding the development of 

priorities and the implementation of mechanisms for the provision of ecosystem 

services will be highlighted and related to the Alberta situation. 

 Panel Discussion: Ecosystem Services & Municipal Priorities 

Michael Walters, Chris Manderson, Irena Creed 

The importance of ecosystem services is an integral part of municipal planning and 

land use. How do municipalities currently incorporate ecosystem services into their 

planning processes? What questions do municipalities have about utilizing ecosystem 

services to meet their planning objectives, and how can ecosystem services help them 

meet potential objectives? 

 Concurrent Session A: Conservation Offsets and Regulatory Mechanisms 

for Ecosystem Services 

Peter Boxall, Brian Makowecki, Dave Poulton 

Through regulations such as its newly-implemented Wetland Policy, the Government 

of Alberta is introducing conservation offsets as a strategy for sustainability. How 

does this system operate, what questions remain around its implementation and 

effectiveness, and what alternative systems might be considered in an Alberta 

context? 

 Concurrent Session B: Ecosystem Services, Science, and Municipal Risk 

Management 

Shari Clare, Greg Goss, Guy Greenaway 

Ecosystem services play an important role in mitigating certain risks faced by 

municipalities. For issues related to water, such as flooding and water quality, how 

can the presence of wetlands provide significant benefits for municipalities? How is 

research contributing to our understanding of these issues? 
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MAY 4, 2016 - AFTERNOON 

Policy Stream 2: ALBERTA'S AGRICULTURE INDUSTRIES IN A CHANGING 

CONTEXT 

Human development is creating new and unprecedented pressures on land use around 

the world. Statistics Canada has noted that Alberta is Canada’s fastest-growing 

province, and this development that places pressure on 52 million acres of farmland, 

and the water that serves the province’s agriculture. The resulting fragmentation and 

conversion of farmland, and the perceived need for new water management policies, 

represent a significant regional planning concern for the province. 

How are new pressures on operations affecting farmers? How are Alberta’s 

agricultural industries and irrigators responding to competing water demands? How 

are governments setting priorities, and creating policy that either addresses or 

contributes to this changing reality? How do people feel about the changes? 

This policy stream examines how land use in Alberta is influenced by a changing 

context, and how regional planning could influence developments in irrigation, land 

conversion, and municipal growth policies. 

Plenary Session: Land Use and Competing Demands in a Global Context 

Andrew Plantinga 

  On a global scale, human development is causing land use change, impacting the 

ecosystem services. What are the forces affecting land use and ecosystem service 

provision? What policies can be used to address potential adverse outcomes or risks 

associated with these changes? How are policy makers balancing development with 

potential impacts on the landscapes which provide ecosystem services? How are they 

accommodating changes in available ecosystem services within their regions? 

Panel Discussion: Demands, Pressures and Attitudes Surrounding 

Farmland in Alberta 

Evan Davies, Brent Swallow, Ron McMullin 

In Alberta, the pressures of development in the ‘white zone’ are more acutely noted in 

the agricultural industry. This panel explores specific pressures relating to the 
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conversion and fragmentation of Alberta’s agricultural land, competing water 

demands for Alberta’s irrigation sector, and public attitudes towards the changing 

agricultural environment. 

Concurrent Session A: Agricultural Land Conversion in Alberta 

Scott Jeffrey, Arturo Sánchez-Azofeifa, Jason Cathcart 

It is commonly thought that agricultural land in Alberta is being fragmented or 

converted to non-agricultural uses on a wide scale. Across Alberta’s white zone, how 

much agricultural land is being converted or fragmented, what factors might be 

influencing these changes, and what areas are seeing the greatest impact? 

Concurrent Session B: Municipal Tools and Pressures on Land Use 

Bev Dahlby, Bill Given, TBA 

As municipalities face growing demands to generate revenue, the tools they use may 

contribute to the pressures placed upon surrounding landscapes. What tools in use by 

Alberta’s municipalities contribute to fragmentation and conversion of agricultural 

land, and other impacts on the landscape, and what other options might municipalities 

have available to reduce any adverse impacts? 

  

MAY 5, 2016 - MORNING 

Policy Stream 3: GOVERNANCE & REGIONAL PLANNING FOR 

SUSTAINABILITY 

In Alberta, expansive regional planning began with the development of the Land Use 

Framework, and the creation of the Alberta Land Stewardship Act in 2011. As that 

policy approaches its fifth year, many questions remain about how regional planning 

is conducted in the province, and how governance can continue to evolve to support 

sustainability. 

How have international jurisdictions undertaken regional planning? How has the Land 

Use Framework performed to date? How is sustainability defined, and how might it be 

supported by municipal structures? 
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This policy stream considers real-world examples of how regional planning can be 

implemented effectively, and assesses the strengths and weaknesses of the pioneering 

land management policies adopted in the province of Alberta.  

Plenary Session: Governance and Regional Planning 

 TBA 

Regional planning has been undertaken in a variety of jurisdictions around the world. 

Drawing upon the experience of an individual closely involved in one such process, 

what practical lessons can be learned about governance and regional planning? What 

common challenges can be identified, and how might they be avoided? Can 

sustainable practices incorporated into this process? 

 

Panel Discussion: Report Card on the Land Use Framework 

Craig Copeland, Morris Seiferling, TBA 

The Land Use Framework guides regional planning in Alberta. How successful has 

this framework been in promoting sustainable planning across the province? What 

concerns have been raised by municipal leaders, planners, and environmental 

advocates working within the framework? How might the framework be improved? 

 

Concurrent Session A: Municipal Planning Within the Land Use Framework 

Sandeep Agrawal, Kevin Jones, Lars Hallstrom 

Municipalities in Alberta continue to plan individually or collectively, but must do so 

in accordance with the guidelines established in the Land Use Framework. How can 

planners working in the municipal context adhere to these guidelines while 

accommodating their needs, priorities, and obligations to citizens? 
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Concurrent Session B: Thresholds in the Land Use Framework: The 

Science-Policy Linkage 

Dan Farr, Scott Milligan, TBA 

The Land Use Framework sets out thresholds that must be avoided in a variety of 

areas, such as air quality, biodiversity and water quality thresholds. How have these 

thresholds been established? How can planners in Alberta understand these 

thresholds, and work to accommodate them within their regional plans? 

  

MAY 5, 2016 - AFTERNOON 

Keynote Address: To Be Announced 
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AGENDA ITEM 

PROJECT: Cancellation of December 22 Regular Council Meeting 

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Municipal 

WRITTEN BY: 

Ron Leaf 

REVIEWED BY: 

Ron Leaf 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☐None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☒ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

 

PRIORITY AREA: 

 

STRATEGIES: 

 

ATTACHMENT(S): Excerpt – Procedural Bylaw #954 

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council cancels the December 22, 2015 Regular Council Meeting. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Council’s Procedural Bylaw provides Council with the authority to change or cancel 

regularly scheduled Council meetings.  

 

Council’s second meeting in December is scheduled for December 22. It has been the 

practice of past Council’s to cancel the second meeting date in December.  

 

Should Council support the recommendation, the cancellation will be advertised in 

accordance with the Procedural Bylaw and Municipal Government Act (MGA). 
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Excerpts: Clearwater County Procedural Bylaw #954/12 

 

Council may, by Resolution, establish other regular Council meeting dates as may be 

required from time to time. 

4.8 Council may change the date, time or place of a regularly scheduled meeting by 

a Two- Thirds Vote. 

4.9 Notice of a change in date, time or place, of any meeting of Council will be 

provided at least 24 hours prior to the meeting to Councillors in accordance with the Act 

and to the public by: 

a) posting a notice in the Clearwater County Administration Office; and 

b) posting a notice on the Clearwater County website. 

 

4.10 Council may cancel any meeting if notice is given in accordance with section 4.9. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

PROJECT: Invitation from Chamber of Commerce 

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Municipal 

WRITTEN BY: 

Tracy Haight 

REVIEWED BY: 

Ron Leaf 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☐None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

Well Governed and Leading 

Organization 

PRIORITY AREA: 

Advocate in the best 

interests of our community 

and region 

STRATEGIES: 

Actively seek opportunities to 

enhance relationships  

ATTACHMENT(S): N/A 

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council accepts the invitation from the Rocky Chamber of 

Commerce to attend the Festival of Trees Sip & Savour Taste Festivity. 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

Chamber of Commerce (COC), Serving Clearwater County and the Town of Rocky Mountain 

House, is sponsoring the Festival of Trees Sip & Savour Taste Festivity event on Thursday, 

November 26, 5:00 – 7:00 pm at the Lou Soppit Community Centre.   COC has extended an 

invitation to Council and has provided two complimentary tickets for the event should a council 

member(s) wish to attend. 

 

Staff request Council’s direction regarding this invitation. 
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AGENDA ITEM 
PROJECT: RCMP Delegation - Detachment Commander (RMH) and 

Clearwater County Highway Patrol Department 

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Community & Protective 

Services 

WRITTEN BY: 

Ted Hickey 

REVIEWED BY: 

Ron Leaf 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☐None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

Community Well-Being 

PRIORITY AREA: 

Create a safer community  

STRATEGIES: 

3.2.1 

ATTACHMENT(S):  

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council receives the information as presented. 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

S/SGT Mark Groves (RMH Detachment) RCMP will present the RCMP Rocky 

Mountain House Detachment Policing information (Quarterly Statistics).   

 

SGT Terri Miller (Highway Patrol) will present department information for the 

Clearwater Highway Patrol. 
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AGENDA ITEM 
PROJECT: Integration to Support Search and Rescue – Rocky Mountain House within the 

Clearwater County Community and Protective Services Division 

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Community & Protective 

Services 

WRITTEN BY: 

Ted Hickey 

REVIEWED BY: 

Ron Leaf 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☐  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☒  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☐None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

Well Governed and Leading 

Organization 

Community Well-Being 

PRIORITY AREA: 

Build community trust 

STRATEGIES: 
2.1.1 Proactive policy development 

and evaluation of municipal programs 

and services. 2.1.2 Fiscal management 

and reserve management strategy. 

2.1.3 Complete an inventory of all 

County assets and liabilities, 

developing an operational plan to 

manage these resources, and 

assessing the value and need of all 

land holdings.;  

3.1.1 – Safe Communities  

 

ATTACHMENT(S): Draft Memorandum of Understanding Agreement Between Clearwater 

County and Search and Rescue Rocky Mountain House 

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council review and accept the Memorandum of Understanding and 

direct Administration to execute the MOU with Search and Rescue Rocky Mountain House and 

forward the operational and capital cost implications within the 2016 budget process. 

BACKGROUND: 
Council received the Rocky Mountain House Search & Rescue (SAR–RMH) delegation on 

August 11, 2015. Council’s direction: “That Administration completes an analysis of SAR 

integration within Clearwater County CPS while ensuring SAR’s registered society status 

remains”. 

 

This work has been completed with input from SAR and the attached DRAFT Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) is submitted for Council’s review, amendments and consideration.  

Should Council agree to proceed with the MOU the 2016 operational costs are anticipated to 

increase $14,000 to a budget total of $20,000.  Capital support cost implications would be 

proposed within the 2016 budget process. 
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BETWEEN:     Clearwater County 

Box 550  
4340-47 Avenue 

Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 
T4T 1A4 

(Hereinafter referred to as ‘County’) 
 

-and- 

Rocky Mountain House Search and Rescue 

Box 1888 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 

T4T 1B4 
(Hereinafter referred to as ‘SAR’) 

 

WHEREAS SAR is one of the search and rescue teams in Alberta providing aid to 
tasking agencies in locating and rescuing lost, missing or injured persons, assisting in 
policing resource requirements such as evidence searches and assisting in resource 
requirements in areas of municipal emergency management and mitigation efforts; 
 
 
AND WHEREAS the County recognizes the valuable contribution made to the health 
and community well-being to all Albertans by search and rescue teams operating in 
Alberta and the County is in agreement that the SAR is a valued response organization 
within the County; 

 
AND WHEREAS the Parties have a mutual goal of a sustained approach in meeting 
community and various agency needs through the access of search and rescue 
capabilities in Alberta; 
 
 
AND WHEREAS the County recognizes the desire of SAR to maintain its independent 
status as a non-profit society and as such donations and other funding acquired by SAR 
will be utilized towards SAR’s operations, which may include both operating and capital 
funding; 
 
 
AND WHEREAS the County recognizes the economic challenges faced by SAR in 
providing continued services to the community. 
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In respecting the above statements: 
 

1. SAR will maintain an independent Non Profit Society status within the Province of 
Alberta and as per applicable legislation, regulation and conditions unless mutually 
agreed upon by both Parties.  SAR will provide an annual statement from Services 
Alberta indicating SAR’s “good standing” status. 

 

2. Both Parties will agree to SAR being considered “a department like entity” for budgetary 
and business related activities within the County’s Division of Community and Protective 
Services.  SAR will submit to the County for annual consideration, a business plan 
associated to an Operating and Capital budget for consideration.  

 

3. SAR will report quarterly or as requested to the Director of Community and Protective 
Services regarding areas or activities of service provision, annual budgetary or other 
supporting resources financial status, or general business related activities to meet SAR 
related business needs and meet County requirements.   

 

4. The County will annually review to confirm its ability to provide an annual contribution of 
funds and/or resources to assist SAR’s operations in the same business/budgetary 
process as other departments within the County, which may include both operating and 
capital funding as approved annually by Clearwater County Council. 

 

5. SAR is in agreement that SAR and its members shall follow any and all applicable 
Clearwater County policies and procedures as so long as these policies and procedures 
are not in direct conflict with SAR maintaining an independent Non Profit Society status 
within the Province of Alberta or conflict with maintaining its active support of policing 
operations or meeting policing requested resource commitment. 
 

6. Both Parties shall work towards: a review of, confirmation of the mutual benefits of, 
ensure legal compliance of, and obtain each party’s agreement to the transfers of 
capital assets from one party to the other party.  This shall be completed within a two 
year period of the signing of this agreement. 
 

7.  The County shall continue to provide insurance coverage to SAR during the term of the 
agreement.   
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8. This MOU may be terminated by either participant upon ninety (90) days written notice. 

Termination does not release a participant from any present or pending financial, legal, 
or contractual obligations which accrued while the MOU was in force.  Any and all assets 
held by each party at the time of termination shall remain those of the party having 
ownership of such assets at the time of termination.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties have executed this Memorandum of Understanding, 
this    day of    , 2015. 

 
 

CLEARWATER COUNTY 
 
 
              
Ron Leaf, CAO       Patrick Alexander, Reeve 
 
 
 
ROCKY SEARCH AND RESCUE 
 
 
              
 
 
___________________________   __________________________ 
(Print Name)       (Print Name)    
     

President for and on behalf of    Vice President for and on behalf 
Rocky Search and Rescue     of Rocky Search and Rescue 
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AGENDA ITEM 

PROJECT: Draft Roadside Cleanup Policy 

PRESENTATION DATE: November 24, 2015 

DEPARTMENT: 

Ag Services & Landcare 

WRITTEN BY: 

Matt Martinson 

REVIEWED BY: 

Ron Leaf 

BUDGET IMPLICATION:         ☐  N/A      ☒ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTION: ☒None   ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)  ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite) 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN THEME: 

Community Well-Being 

PRIORITY AREA: 

Sustain recreational, cultural 

and quality of life needs 

STRATEGIES: 

 

ATTACHMENT(S): 1. Draft Roadside Cleanup Policy 2. 2015 List of Highway Cleanup Groups  

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council approves the Roadside Cleanup Policy 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
This spring Council directed Administration to review the Roadside Cleanup Policy.  

Recognizing the initial intent and development of the program was modeled after the Alberta 

Highway Cleanup Campaign, which focused on supporting youth and youth groups. Clearwater 

Administration are recommending a new policy that realigns the County’s program with this 

original intent.   

 

Administration believe that through increased advertising of the program to local youth groups 

that we will maintain or increase the number of applicants to the program while supporting a 

broad spectrum of youth activities.  If Council chooses to approve the policy, administration 

recommends reviewing the policy and success of the program after two years of implementation 

to ensure the Roadside Cleanup Program is meeting Council’s expectations.   
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EFFECTIVE DATE: 
REVISED DATE: 

November 24, 2015 

SECTION: AGRICULTURAL SERVICES AND LANDCARE 
 

POLICY STATEMENT:
  
 

 The purpose of the Roadside Cleanup Program is to 
support local youth groups by providing funding to 
groups who volunteer their time to serve the 
community by cleaning up trash along Clearwater 
County Roadways.   
 
 

DEFINITIONS: 
 

For the purpose of this policy the following words and 
terms are defined as  
Youth – individuals between the ages of 7 and 17 
years of age.    
Not for profit – a group who uses its surplus revenues 
to further achieve its purpose or mission.     
 Local Youth Group – a club, association, team or 
group of organized youth who are active within 
Clearwater County or include membership who reside 
within the county and are considered formally or 
informally as not for profit. 

PROCEDURE: 
Section 1. Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 2. Applicant 
Selection  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Roadside Cleanup will take place yearly in the 

spring. 
2. The program will be advertised encouraging youth 

groups to take part.    
3. Applicants representing the group must be over 18 

and have the ability to enter into an agreement on 
behalf of the group.  

 
 
 

1. Successful applicants must be a local youth 
group or individual.  

2. Administration may deny an applicant that 
meets the criteria from section one if past 
performance related to safety or quality of work 
is poor or if the applicant has failed to return all 
personnel protective equipment and or signage 
during past participation in the program.     
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Section 3. Funding 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1. The contribution rate will be set similar to the 
Alberta Highway Cleanup Campaign.   

2. After confirming the applicant has met all 
requirements, payment will be made within 30 
days.      

3. Part or all of the funds may be withheld if the 
quality of service does not meet the program 
standards.   

4. Part or all of the funds may be withheld if the 
applicant fails to return all personnel protective 
equipment and or signage.   
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List of 2015 Highway Cleanup Groups (As of August 5, 2015)  

 1st Caroline Scouts  

 1st RMH Pathfinder Unit (Girl Guides) 

 2016 Rocky Travel Club  

 Arbutus Youth Baseball 

 Caroline and District Volunteer Ambulance  

 Caroline Malawi Mission Team  

 Caroline Nazarene Church Youth Group 

 Clearwater Foster Parent Association  

 Cyan’s Horse Camp  

 David Thompson Europe Trip 2016  

 Living Branches Community Church  

 Living Faith Youth Group  

 Native Youth Conference  

 Nordegg Community Association  

 O’Chiese Day Care  

 ROAR  

 Rocky Church Nazarene Argentina Mission 

 Rocky Lions Club 

 Rocky Museum 

 Rocky South 4H Beef Club  

 Salvation Army  

 Stumblebum Drama Club  

 The Rocky Arts and Recreation Centre  
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