
 

 

CLEARWATER COUNTY 
COUNCIL AGENDA 

June 10, 2014  
9:00 A.M. 

Council Chambers 
4340 – 47 Avenue, Rocky Mountain House AB 

 
  9:05 A.M. Delegation: S/Sgt. Bill Laidlaw –   RCMP Quarterly Report 
  9:35 A.M. Delegation: Sgt. Terri Miller – CPO Highway Patrol Report & May Long Weekend 
                                        Preliminary Report        
10:30 A.M. Delegation: Joe Anglin, MLA  
11:00 A.M. Delegation: Rick & Janice Valstar – Bylaw 990/14 LUA Applicant 
11:15 A.M. Delegation: Jennifer McDougall & Patricia Rauch-Erickson –  
                                       weHub Society Of Clearwater        
   
      
 
 
A.       CALL TO ORDER  
 
 
B.  AGENDA ADOPTION 
 
 
C. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
1. May 27, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes 
2. May 27, 2014 Public Hearing Minutes 
 
 
D.       COMMUNITY & PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
1. 9:05 A.M. RCMP Quarterly Report – S/Sgt. Bill Laidlaw 
2. 9:30 A.M. CPO Highway Patrol Report and May Long Weekend Preliminary Report –  
                           Sgt. Terri Miller 
3. High School Graduation Ceremonies 
4.  11:15 A.M.  Delegation: WeHub Society 
 
E. PUBLIC WORKS 
1. Dust Abatement Guidelines Policy Review 
2. Town of Rocky Mountain House Wastewater Facility Update 
  
 
F. MUNICIPAL 
1. 10:30 A.M. Delegation: Joe Anglin, MLA 
 
 
G.  PLANNING 
1. Geological Exploration, Mobile Home Park 
2. 11:00 A.M.First Reading – Bylaw 990/14 LUA 
  
 



 

 

 
 
 
H. INFORMATION 
1. CAO’s Report 
2. Public Works Director’s Report 
3. Accounts Payable Listing 
 
 
 
 
I. IN CAMERA 
1. Land – Nordegg Ranger Station 
 
 
J. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
TABLED ITEMS 

Date  Item, Reason and Status      
 
04/10/12 Arbutus Hall Funding Request 

 To allow applicant to provide a complete capital projects plan.  
 
STATUS:  Pending Information, Community and Protective Services 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 



 

 

Agenda Item  

Project:  9:05 A.M. Delegation: S/Sgt. Bill Laidlaw – RCMP Quarterly Report 

Presentation Date: June 10, 2014 

Department: Community & Protective 
Services 

Author:  

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area:  Goal:  

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _  

Recommendation: That Council accepts the RCMP Quarterly Report for information. 
 

Attachments List:  

Background:  

 

 

S/Sgt. Bill Laidlaw will attend Council’s meeting to discuss the quarterly report, as well 

as provide an update on recent policing activities in Clearwater County.  
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Agenda Item  

Project:  Delegation: Sgt. Terri Miller – CPO Highway Patrol Report  & May Long 
Weekend Report 

Presentation Date: June 10, 2014 

Department:  Community & Protective 
Services – CPO 

Author: Terri Miller 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area:  Goal: 

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _________________________   

Recommendation: That Council accepts the information as presented. 
 

Attachments List:  

 

Background: 

 

Sgt. Miller to present highway patrol report and preliminary May Long Weekend 

report.  
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Agenda Item  

Project: 2013 High School Graduation Ceremonies 

Presentation Date: June 10, 2014 

Department: Community & Protective 
Services 

Author: Tracy Haight 

Budget Implication:         ☐  N/A      ☒ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: N/A Goal: N/A 

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _________________________   

Recommendation: That Council authorizes attendance for each ceremony in 2014. 
 

Attachments List: N/A 

 

Background: 

On June 26th, three different high schools within Clearwater County are scheduled to 

have their 2014 graduation ceremonies. 

West Central High School will have their ceremony in the school gym at 1:30 pm.  

St. Dominic’s Catholic High School has their ceremony at the Lou Soppit Centre at 5:00 

pm. 

David Thompson High School will have their ceremony in the school gym at 5:00 pm.  

Caroline’s ceremony was held on June 6th , which Councillor Graham and Vandermeer  

attended.  

In order for Staff to confirm attendance with each school, staff is requesting that Council 

determine Councillor attendance at the remaining ceremonies.  
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Agenda Item  

Project: Delegation: Jennifer McDougall & Patricia Rauch-Erickson – weHub Society 
of Clearwater 

Presentation Date: June 10, 2014 

Department: FCSS Author: Trevor Duley 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: N/A Goal: N/A 

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _________________________   

Recommendation: That Council accepts the report as information. 
 

Attachments List: Brochures, FAQ’s, and list of supporters. 

 

Background: 

Patricia Rauch-Erickson and Jennifer McDougall of the WeHUB Society have requested 

a delegation with County Council to provide a general overview of the WeHUB Society 

and the web portal initiative it has undertaken over the last several months. 

To date, Regional FCSS has provided the Society with $23,000.00. The County 

provides funding to FCSS every year, accounting for roughly 60% of the municipal 

contribution. The Provincial Government provides for 80% of the total funding FCSS 

receives; the municipalities in the region provide the remaining 20%. 
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Our Vision  
Fostering a Sustainable,              

Informed, Inclusive, Community 

through Collaboration,           

Communication and Innovation 

 

Our Mission 
Providing a Local Interactive 

Communication Network that is: 

 Relevant 

 Convenient 

  User Friendly 

 

 
Generously funded by : 

FOUNDING  

MEMBERSHIP  
(Not for Profit Sector) 
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WeHub is a community network that uses internet based            

technology to help people find out about local businesses, nonprofit                 

organizations, volunteer opportunities, events, employment, health 

services,... Anything and everything local. 

 

Founding Membership Fee: 

 $300.00  (valid until March 31, 2015) 

Membership Options (for Organizations that may be challenged in 

paying the full membership): 

 Organizations may acquire their own sponsorship for             

membership ($300.00) 

 Organizations can pay $100.00 and be placed on a waiting list for 

sponsorship to pay the additional costs ($200.00). In recognition 

of sponsorship weHub would expect organizations to display 

their sponsor’s logo on their weHub page 

 

weHub Site Functions included in your Membership: 

 weHub Directory listings 

 Home Page describing your organization or a link to your existing 

website (existing site page registration) 

 Contact form 

 Contact information 

 Link to Google Maps 

 Services provided 

 Announcements 

 Event postings 

 weHub Event Calendar 

 Volunteer opportunities postings 

Training is required: 

 weHub will host scheduled training sessions and notify           

organizations as dates are set 

 Organizations can register a maximum of 2 individuals for  

training 

 Each organization will name one trained member as their      

“Administrator” 

 Administrators only will be expected to communicate with 

weHub support 

 

**** Please note support is not a substitute for training **** 

For More Information Contact: 

For custom layouts, pages, and additional functions please contact 

a Certified WeHub Developer. Dyna Webworks  403.844.9004 
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 Community members , consumers, and 

visitors … will know what is available in 

the community 

 Organizations/Businesses will have a 

presence on the internet               OR    

Organizations/Businesses can link                 

weHub to their existing websites 

 Organizations/Businesses can post special 

announcements or sales they are hosting 

and provide more detailed information 

that is current and relevant 

 Organizations/Businesses can post these 

special activities and events on the 

calendar 

 Online audience can customize their view 

of weHub so that only areas of interest to 

them  will be visible (permanently or on a 

specific search basis) 

 “Hubs” will be physical locations through 

out the community where individuals 

without internet access can go to utilize 

weHub 

 

Enhance the 

Community  

By Connecting  

People to Products, 

Services, and Events 

Features and Benefits At A Glance 

 
Who Can I…? 

Where can I…? 

 When can I…? 

Local 
 

Searchable 
 

Relevant 
 

Add Events  
and  

Promotions 
to Online  
Calendar 

Community 
Information 

Network 
 

“weHub” 
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FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) 

What is weHub? 

 weHub is a network that uses internet based technology to help people connect with our community - a “one 
stop shop” to find businesses, information services, organizations, activities, volunteer opportunities, events, 
employment, health care services, housing, .…  anything they need or want, and everything local.  

 

How will weHub benefit you? 

 Users of the network are easily connected with local resources, goods and services, as well as immediately 

aware of important current information such as emergency notifications, fire hazard ratings, etc. 

 Business Owners gain increased visibility and potential for increased clients. 

 At a glance, event and activity calendar assists with conflict-free planning for event coordinators. 

 Increase in time savings, decrease in advertising / marketing costs. 

 Families and Individuals easily connect with important information such as employment opportunities, housing, 

medical assistance….  

 Section for Visitors to the area promotes tourism and offers opportunity for increased traffic to local tour 

operators and hosts, campgrounds, summers camps….. 

 Businesses and other organizations currently without a web presence will have the opportunity to create a basic 
website at a fraction of the cost of current options. 

 

What if I have limited or no access to the internet?  

 weHub has been developed to accommodate various internet connection speeds and devices (smart phones, 

tablets, and desk top computers). 

 Individuals with no internet access can still access weHub at various locations (“Hubs”), which will be identified 
with the distinctive, highly visible logo, indicating that staff is available to assist people to connect to their needs 
using weHub. To date, Rocky Public Library, RMH Primary Care Network, and Caroline Wheels of Time 
Museum/RV Park/Visitor Centre have agreed to serve as “Hubs”, and we anticipate many others will see the 
value of offering this service in their place of operation 

Is weHub a duplication of existing websites and community resources? 

 Rather than duplicating, weHub is designed to ENHANCE existing community resources, calendars and 

directories.  Much more than a website, weHub is a COMMUNITY-BASED INFORMATION SYSTEM.  

 The first of its kind, weHub is an innovative project that is intended to bring all community resources from all 

sectors together to enhance communication and awareness for all persons living in and visiting our community.  

 All weHub subscribers will have the capability of linking to their existing websites through weHub and can 

continue providing information to their specific online audience.  

   

What are the weHub services and what do they cost? 

 weHub will always be free to the public. People can sign up for free weHub accounts that allow them to 

customize the information they receive from weHub. 

 Non-profit organizations can become members of the weHub Society at an initial cost of $300.00 for the first 

year, which includes a free mini-website, or the ability to link current website with the weHub network. This also 

includes unlimited posting of events, activities, and volunteer opportunities (see pamphlet for details). 

 weHub is working on a very exciting opportunity for local businesses to promote their services and products 
through mini-websites, coupons, sales promotions, event announcements and gift certificates. Details and costs 
will be available in the near future.  

 

How will weHub be marketed in the community? 

 Promotion of weHub will begin in August. A multi-media campaign will be backed up by the weHub website and 
promotional video.  

 Promotional events (“wePubs”) will be held (stay tuned for more information about these exciting events!) 

 weHub is also strongly supported by many organizations who have committed to promoting the service through 
their networks. 

 Our highly recognizable logo will be placed in key locations in a variety of formats (window decals, stickers, etc.), 
so that weHub will quickly become a local “household term”. 

 

When can I start weHubbing? 

 To minimize “weFlubs” and ensure quality content, weHub will roll out in phases: 

 Phase 1 – June 2014, non-profit organizations can join and beta testing commences. 

 Phase 2 – July 2014, business sector and other organizations come on board. 

 Phase 3 – Fall 2014, Official launch to the general public!  
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Agenda Item  

Project: Dust Abatement Guidelines Policy Review 

Presentation Date: June 10th, 2014 

Department: Public Works Author: Kurt Magnus/Marshall Morton 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: Quality of Life 

Goal: To maintain and develop sustainable 
services, facilities and programs that 
encourages and supports a safe, healthy, 
active and vibrant community.   
 

Legislative Direction: ☐None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☒ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)  Dust Abatement    

_________________________   

Recommendation: That Council reviews the amended policy, recommend any changes, 
and, approve the draft policy changes as presented. 
 

Attachments List: Dust Abatement Guidelines Policy 

 

Background: 

As per the direction of Council, staff have made the recommended changes to the “Dust 

Abatement” Guidelines Policy. 

The present policy will, along with S.B. 90, include the application of Magnesium 

Chloride as a cost effective dust suppression option. Additions to the policy have been 

identified in Red Bold whereas items intended to be removed have been struck 

through. Once Council approves the draft revisions, the policy will be brought back to 

the next scheduled meeting for final approval. 

See attached policy. 
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Clearwater County 
DUST ABATEMENT 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: August 14, 2001 

Revised:   June 4, 2014 

 

SECTION:  Public Works 

 

POLICY STATEMENT:  
Clearwater County will provide dust control applications on County roadways in front of 
farmsteads, residences or businesses for a fee. 

 

PROCEDURE: 
 

1. The County will implement the use of S.B.90 or Magnesium Chloride (or an approved 
equivalent). 

 
2. The County will supply dust suppression for a distance of 500 feet 150 m in front of a 

farmstead, residence or business on municipal road allowance. 
 
3. The County will require a deposit of $661.50 before the service is supplied, and equal 

payments of $661.50 in the second and third year (plus G.S.T.). 
 
4. Alternatively, customers can pay $1984.50 (plus G.S.T.) in the first year, with no further 

payment required. 
 
3.  The following will apply to S.B.90: 
 

a. The County will require a deposit of $661.50 before the service is supplied, and 
equal payments of $661.50 in the second and third year (plus G.S.T.). 

b. Alternatively, customers can pay $1984.50 (plus G.S.T.) in the first year, with no 
further payment required. 

c. If the customer requests treatment for more than 150 m, he will be responsible for 
the total additional cost. This additional cost will be calculated at a rate of $26.46 per 
lineal metre. 

d. The County will maintain the dust control for a period of three years, calculated from 
the initial application date. 

e. If the applicant defaults on payment for either the second or third year, the County 
will not be responsible for continued maintenance of the dust suppression. However, 
they will take the necessary steps to recover the costs from the client, including court 
action. If the ratepayer applies in a subsequent year, full payment will be required 
prior to the service being carried out. 

 
4.  The following will apply to Magnesium Chloride: 
 

a. The County will require a payment in full of $333.50 before the service is supplied. 
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Dust Abatement 

 
  

b. If the customer requests treatment for more than 500 feet (150 m), he/she will be 
responsible for the total additional cost. This additional cost will be calculated at a 
rate of $6.67 per lineal metre. 

c. Dust suppression warranty shall begin on the day the dust suppression is applied 
and runs to September 30th of the year of application. 

 
5. The customer will have the authority to determine the location where the dust 

suppression will be placed providing that it does not exceed 500 feet (150 m). 
 
6. If the customer requests treatment for more than 500 feet (150 m), he will be 

responsible for the total additional cost. This additional cost will be calculated at a rate of 
$7.93 per foot ($26.46 per metre). 

 
7. The County will maintain the dust control for a period of three years, calculated from the 

initial application date. 
 
6. The County will advertise the procedures for dust control, requiring all interested 

customers to submit an agreement, and pay a deposit or full payment before the 
deadline of June 1. 

 
      7. Cemeteries, community halls, and churches will continue to receive the service free 

upon application. Any other exemptions from payment will require prior approval of 
Council. Some applicants may be required to attend a Council Meeting to explain their 
reasoning as to why they should receive the service for free; otherwise at the discretion 
of the Director of Public Works, written requests will be considered sufficient for Council 
review. 

 
8. The County will provide dust control on the through road in or adjacent to a Hamlet. The 

limits of the dust control will typically be the Hamlet'’ boundaries. These limits may be 
reduced if, in the opinion of the Public Works Director, effective dust control can still be 
achieved by doing so. A through road shall be defined as a road that does not start or 
terminate within the Hamlet. 

 
9. In the case of requests for a single application to serve adjoining residences, it will be 

the responsibility of the landowners to work out the distribution of costs. The County will 
not bill more than one individual or firm for one application. 

 
10. In the case of requests for dust control application on two roads for a corner residence, 

it will be under the authority of the Public Works Director to use his/her discretion and 
allow for cost sharing of both roads. 

 
13. If the ratepayer defaults on payment for either the second or third year, the County will 

not be responsible for continued maintenance of the dust suppression. However, they 
will take the necessary steps to recover the costs from the client, including court action. 
If the ratepayer applies in a subsequent year, full payment will be required prior to the 
service being carried out. 

 
      11. Industry will be allowed to contribute the customer share. 
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Dust Abatement 

 
  

12. In instances where Public Works staff feels that the dust control suppression will not               
work, due to road conditions, the work will not be carried out and the money will be 
refunded. 

 
12. The Public Works Department will determine the Program rotation each year, beginning 

in the area that requires the greatest dust control maintenance. 
 

E1



 
 

 

 

Agenda Item  

Project: Town of Rocky Mountain House Wastewater Facility Update 

Presentation Date: June 10, 2014 

Department: Public Works Author: Erik Hansen/ Marshall Morton 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area: Infrastructure 

Goal: Ensure that the County operates 
effective and efficient water and wastewater 
systems that meet or exceed Provincial  
requirements. 

Legislative Direction: ☒None      Provincial Legislation (cite)           

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _________________________   

Recommendation: That Council accepts this item as information. 

 
Attachment List: Wastewater Treatment and  Septage Receiving Station Report 
 
 
Background: As Council may recall, Clearwater County approved funding for required 
upgrades to the Town of Rocky’s Wastewater Treatment Facility to accommodate external 
hauling from the County last fall. The two main components of the required upgrades 
included additional aeration and the construction of an automated receiving station. The 
facility was commissioned and was opened to external haulers January 6, 2014. The final 
cost for this project is approximately $2,047,000.00. 
 
As part of the agreement, the Town is to provide quarterly reporting regarding the 
operations of the wastewater facility. The first report has been attached for Council’s 
review. 
 
See Attached 
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TOWN OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
 

 

Report Template – January 2014 

 

Conformance to existing laws and Town Council Plans:                                

Conforms with: Yes/No/ 

Partial/NA 

Comments: 

Bylaws/Laws/Policies NA  

Sustainability Plan NA  

Council Strategic Plan/Priorities Yes This report is a requirement as per item 11.1 of the 

wastewater agreement between the Town and County. 

Budget/Long Term Plans NA  

Effects on future budgets NA  

Regional Impacts NA  

 

Background/Introduction 

As per item 11.1 of the Wastewater Agreement between the Town and County, “the Town will provide 

to the County a summary report of the lagoon operations, compliance, usage and capacity on a 

quarterly basis in the months of March, June, September and December.”  With the final construction 

deficiency repairs completed in March, this is the first quarterly report the Town will provide the 

County.   

 

This report will focus on the wastewater treatment results measured in CBOD and the volume 

quantities of bulk sewage received based on cubic metres received per month since the septage 

receiving station (SRS) opened on January 6, 2014. 

 

Definitions: 

 

 BOD (Biochemical Oxygen Demand) - The amount of oxygen needed by aerobic 

microorganisms to decompose all the organic matter. 

  

 CBOD (Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand) - The amount of oxygen required to 

oxidize carbon containing matter present in water.  A measurement of carbon mater contained 

in sewage effluent. 

 

 

 

REPORT TITLE:  Wastewater Treatment & Septage Receiving Station Update 

 

 

PRESENTER:  Kris Johnson, P.Eng. 
Director of Engineering & Operations 

 

 

FILE #:  OP 2014/0026 (Wastewater Agreement) 

 

DEPARTMENT:   Engineering & Operations 
 

 

AGENDA DATE:  June 3, 2014 
 

DISCUSSIONS:  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  CBOD Results - 2008 to Now 

 
 

APPROVALS:   

_________________ 

Department Head  

 

__________________ 

Date  

 

__________________ 

CAO 

 

__________________ 

Date  
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TOWN OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
 

 

Report Template – January 2014 

 

 

Analysis: 

Attached is a graph showing the CBOD results from January 2008 to April 2014 for you reference.  

These same results are listed numerically in the table below.   

 

Note that the wastewater effluent shall have a CBOD of less than 25mg/L limit as per the Town’s 

approval from Alberta Environment.  Any results that exceeded this limit have been highlighted. 

 

Table 1:  Effluent Sample Results shown in CBOD (mg/L) 

 Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. AVE. 

2008 15.3 28.0 41.5 27.0 21.0 14.5 16.2 10.8 7.9 6.1 12.0 14.3 17.9 

2009 26.2 30.8 49.7 37.4 21.9 18.7 14.4 23.2 14.6 6.9 7.4 14.0 22.1 

2010 22.4 32.9 32.5 24.7 18.4 14.7 12.4 11.3 10.7 11.5 13.3 16.4 18.4 

2011 20.1 28.5 37.7 32.9 21.0 14.8 14.8 13.1 4.4 2.8 6.8 11.5 17.4 

2012 13.7 19.4 12.3 15.9 17.3 9.9 14.8 12.3 8.7 4.5 8.3 13.8 12.6 

2013 12.2 15.3 15.3 15.7 19.2 8.8 14.2 9.8 9.9 4.3 16.1 19.1 13.3 

2014 19.1 13.9 15.7 15.7          

 

During the aeration upgrades last fall, the current surface aerators were decommissioned and removed 

from the lagoon cells to allow the new fine bubble aeration system to be installed.  This process took 

approximately 6 weeks; therefore no aeration was provided to the lagoon from the beginning of 

October to mid-November.  As a result, the CBOD jumped from 4.3 in October to 16.1 and 19.1 in 

November and December.  Note that the lagoon cells provide approximately 50 days of storage so 

impacts to the treatment process in early October (i.e. no aeration) will not be noted in the test results 

for approximately 50 days.  That being said, we have managed to stay below our approval limit 

throughout this period. 

 

Since opening the SRS on January 6, 2014 and subsequently adding additional sewage into the lagoon, 

the CBOD result for January to April have been 19.1, 13.9, 15.7 and 15.7.  While some may expect 

these results to be lower, it is expected that CBOD will be elevated for 6 to 12 months when 

implementing a fine bubble aeration system to a lagoon.  The reason for that a significant amount of 

sludge that has accumulated on the bottom of the lagoon since the last de-sludging in 2005 will be 

agitated off the bottom and mixed in with the wastewater that continues to discharge in to the lagoon.  

The sludge adds to the BOD load that the system is required to treat which can impact the CBOD 

results of the lagoon for a period of time.  
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TOWN OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
 

 

Report Template – January 2014 

 

 

Wastewater volumes received by the SRS since its opening on January 6, 2014 and the corresponding 

revenue generated are as follows: 

 

Table 2:  Sewage Volume Received at the SRS 

 Volume (m3) Revenue ($) 

January 355.36 2,878.42 

February 485.32 3,931.09 

March 714.41 5,786.72 

April 853.77 6,915.54 

TOTAL 2408.86 19,511.77 

   

 

Recommendation: 

That Council accepts this report as information. 

 

 

External Communications: 

Clearwater County - for presentation at their next Council meeting on June 10, 2014. 
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Agenda Item  

Item: Meeting with MLA Joe Anglin 

Presentation Date: June 10, 2014 

Department: CAO Author: Ron Leaf 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

1. Strategic Area: Governance and 
Intergovernmental Relations – To 
support and enhance Council’s decision 
making role relating to policy 
development, long and short term 
planning, and service and program 
evaluation. Also, to support Council’s 
relationship and communication with its 
residents, neighboring municipal councils, 
federal and provincial officials and key 
stakeholders. 

 

Goal: Council will strive to enhance 

relationships with our local MLA and MPs to 
promote Clearwater County goals and 
objectives. 

Strategy 2: Council will meet at least 
twice annually with the Member of 
Legislative Assembly (Rimbey-Rocky 
Mountain House – Sundre) representing 
Clearwater County to discuss issues 
concerning provincial legislation, programs 
or initiatives. 

 

 

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _  

Recommendation: That Council accepts and/or amends the recommended priority 
issues for discussion with MLA Anglin  
 

 
 

Background:  

At the December 10, 2013 regular council meeting, Council identified the following priority 

issues for discussion with MLA Joe Anglin: 

1) Core Findings from the AAMD&C report, Apples to Apples: Rural Municipal Finance in 

Alberta (copy of “summary & conclusions” attached): 
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The AUMA has proposed pooling of linear and M&E assessments with the tax generated then 

being shared between rural and urban municipalities.  We understand that the MGA is lobbying 

strongly for this concept to be included in the new MGA. 

 

AAMD&C’s undertook a review of financial capacity and outlined their core findings in the 

Apples to Apples: Rural Municipal Finance in Alberta report. We wish to share the Apples to 

Apples report as we believe it provides a compelling perspective on why the proposed linear 

pooling is not in the interest of rural and urban municipalities that are not large or mid-size cities. 

 

2) Bridge Funding: 

The Provincial bridge grant program is important to rural Alberta municipalities in addressing the 

infrastructure deficit associated with local bridges. Many of these structures are in excess of 50 

years old and nearing the end of their lifecycle. Well maintained structures are critical to natural 

resource based industry and residents. 

3) Resource Road Funding: 

Similarly, provincial assistance to upgrade key roads that are required to facilitate the needs of 

industry and that are of Provincial or Intermunicipal significance.   

4) West County management 

Recreational use of the crownland  along the eastern slopes continues to impact Clearwater 

County operations. While Provincial support for law enforcement and public safety is 

appreciated, the costs associated with waste collection and waste disposal continue to be borne 

by private industry or the County. This is an area that where we believe financial support by 

ESRD and/or Tourism/Parks is warranted. 
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Apples to Apples: A Study of Rural Municipal Finance in Alberta

37 | Alberta Association of Municipal Districts & Counties
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1. Municipal Financial Information System (MFIS) reporting in Alberta 
needs to be improved

2. Rural municipalities are increasingly reliant on higher risk revenue 
sources 

3. A redistribution of linear taxation revenues based on population would 
have a significant negative impact on rural municipalities debt levels; 
with little or no impact urban municipalities 

4. Reallocating linear tax revenue based on municipal population would 
negatively impact rural municipalities by severely compromising their 
financial viability 

5. Both rural and urban municipalities are increasing their reserve levels 

6. While urban and rural debt levels are relatively low in proportion to 
municipal debt limits, they have marginally increased over the past 
decade 

7. Rural municipal restricted reserve levels are increasing, but unrestricted 
reserve levels have remained flat

8. Without the MSI program, rural Alberta’s infrastructure deficit would 
have been 51% higher at $4.44 billion ($4.59 billion in 2013 dollars)

9. The MSI program, as it was originally designed, would have cut the rural 
infrastructure deficit and would have reversed the deterioration trend 

10. While MSI payments are slowing the increase in rural Alberta’s 
infrastructure deficit, the program has not eliminated the $3 billion rural 
infrastructure deficit 

11. Federal and provincial government grants and transfers are vital to the 
sustainability of both rural and urban municipalities

12. Analysis of municipal data is misrepresented with the inclusion of 
Edmonton and Calgary  

13. Total municipal population is not a strong driver for predicting municipal 
expenses 

14. Assets are a better driver than population for predicting Alberta 
municipal expenses

15. Rural municipalities make substantial contributions to their urban 
neighbours 

Summary  
& Conclusions
Core Findings
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Agenda Item  

Project:  Geological Exploration, Mobile Home Park 

Presentation Date: June 10th, 2014 

Department: Planning & Development Author: Rick Emmons 

Budget Implication:         ☒  N/A      ☐ Funded by Dept.     ☐  Reallocation     

Strategic Area #1: Council will develop and 
market the community of Nordegg, as 
financial resources permit and in 
accordance with the Nordegg Development 
Plan and Design Guidelines. 

Goal #2: Council will encourage 
development in and around Hamlets that is 
complementary to the function and 
character of the community with a view to 
encouraging economic and residential 
development. 

Legislative Direction: ☒None                                       

                                     ☐ Provincial Legislation (cite)        _________________________   

                                     ☐ County Bylaw or Policy (cite)       _  

Recommendation: Administration is requesting council to review and approve reallocating 
$110,000.00 from contingency to  6604/8257 (Planning-Nordegg) 
 

Attachments List:  

 

Background:  

In order to prepare for an engineer’s estimate in the 2015 budget season, geological 

testing and a degree of engineering will be required to ascertain viability of the proposed 

location for a new mobile park in Nordegg. Administration is making the request to 

proceed with the geological work required. Upon consultation with Clearwater County’s 

Finance Department, there are adequate funds in contingency to cover this request. 
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