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13.4 (22) NORDEGG SERVICE COMMERCIAL “NSC” 

 
THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE AND 
REGULATE COMMERCIAL TOURIST SERVICES DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE 
HAMLET OF NORDEGG, SPECIFICALLY ESSENTIAL SERVICES FOR THE 
TRAVELLING PUBLIC. 
 
A. PERMITTED USES 
 1. Convenience store 
 2. Gas bar 
 3. Restaurant, coffee shop or cafe 
 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 
 1. Hotel, motel, licensed premises 
 2. Ancillary buildings 
 3. Dwelling unit ancillary and subordinate to the principal use provided it is 

incorporated in the same building above the ground floor and the total floor 
area of the dwelling unit is less than the floor area used for other purposes 

 4. Laundromat 
 5. Other similar uses approved by the Development Officer 
 
C. ACCEPTABLE LOT SIZE 

Minimum 300 square metres (3,230 sq. ft.) with a frontage width of at least 10 
metres (33 feet). 

 
D. MINIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA 

As required by the Development Officer. 
 
E. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD 

1. If Parking Proposed at front of property 
 Unless otherwise required by the Development Officer, where on-site 

parking is proposed for the front of property, the minimum setback is 23.0 
metres (75 feet) to accommodate a minimum 6.0 metre (20 foot) landscaped 
buffer, plus a single row of nose-in parking, and a 3.0 metre (10 foot) 
boardwalk. 

2. If No Parking Proposed at front of property 
 Unless otherwise required by the Development Officer, where no on-site 

parking is proposed for the front of property, the minimum setback is 5.0 
metres (16 feet) to accommodate a 2.0 metre (6 foot) landscaped buffer and a 
3.0 metre (10 foot) boardwalk. 
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F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD 
Unless otherwise required by the Development Officer, side yards shall be 
minimum 1.5 metres (5 feet) except for a corner site where the side yard shall be 
determined as though it were a front yard. 

 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD 

3.0 metres (10 feet) unless otherwise required by the Development Officer. 
 
H. MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF BUILDING 

2½ storeys to maximum 9.14 metres (30 feet) unless otherwise approved by the 
Development Officer. 

 
I. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS 

1. All buildings added to a lot shall be new unless otherwise approved by the 
Development Officer. 

2. To maintain continuity throughout the Nordegg townsite, any development 
and associated structures and features shall conform to the Nordegg 
Development Plan and the associated Nordegg Development Plan – Design 
Guidelines.  Special attention shall be made to key design and landmark 
elements, including but not limited to, building facades, lighting, 
streetscapes, the trail system, road layout, road design, parking design, 
landscaping, landmarks, public amenities, disabled access, signage, lighting, 
and site furnishings.  For future reference, the Nordegg Development Plan and 
the Nordegg Development Plan – Design Guidelines shall be synonymous and 
shall refer to the plan document as a whole. 

3. The architecture, construction materials and appearance of buildings and other 
structures shall be to accepted standards and shall complement the natural 
features and character of the site and the historic treatment as outlined in the 
Nordegg Development Plan to the satisfaction of the Development Officer.  
Ancillary structures and additions shall be designed to complement the main 
building. 

4. A number of basic principles outlined in the Nordegg Development Plan that 
shall guide the Development Officer include: 

 (a) The architecture, lighting, and landmarks borrow from the community’s 
history, incorporating elements of the old town, the mine, and the 
natural setting; 

 (b) Given the steep terrain within much of the community, development be 
especially sensitive to disabled access; 

 (c) Facilities consist of smaller, discrete buildings and building cells that 
offer optimal view corridors and a more comfortable “human” scale; 

 (d) Parking facilities consist of smaller scale nodes distributed throughout 
the community rather than large individual lots; 
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 (e) Where appropriate, parking facilities be appropriately screened or 
buffered from the street, or appropriately located behind or beside the 
primary structures; 

 (f) Public safety be considered in the development of lighting, walkways, 
and public access points. 

5. Special historical treatments related to building architecture, landscaping, 
signage, and other key elements, as outlined in the Nordegg Development Plan 
and associated Design Guidelines shall be required as follows: 

  (a) Historic treatment shall be required within the “Primary Historic 
Treatment Area” as illustrated on Map No. 6 in the Nordegg Development 
Plan.  This area is located along the primary route to the mine site, and 
includes the corridor from Highway 11 along Stuart Street into the 
historic Town Centre to the mine.  Any additional areas along this route 
that are highly visible, at the discretion of the Development Officer, shall 
also adhere to the historic treatment requirements.  The “Primary 
Historic Treatment Area” may be adjusted and increased at the 
discretion of the Development Officer subject to ongoing subdivision 
and redesignation; 

  (b) When considering permits for renovations, exterior building treatments, 
or additions to existing buildings or developments that do not currently 
conform to the Nordegg Development Plan, the Development Officer shall 
carry out a review and, where deemed appropriate, incorporate into any 
permit issued such requirements that allow conformance with the intent 
of the Nordegg Development Plan and any historical treatment.  Owners 
of existing non-conforming developments shall be encouraged to bring 
facilities into conformance with the Nordegg Development Plan. 

6. All buildings shall be located, designed, and constructed in a manner to 
minimize the possibility of ignition from a wildfire and to minimize the 
spread of a structural fire to the wildland.  All new development shall be 
required to utilize fire retardant roofing and exterior wall materials.  Other 
regulations, guidelines, or development controls may be established by the 
Municipality for any new development within this District.  Developed 
guidelines, such as “FireSmart” principles may be used at the discretion of 
the Development Officer to assess the appropriateness of any proposed 
development. 

7. Boardwalks shall be required to the satisfaction of the Development Officer in 
keeping with the Nordegg Development Plan and associated Design Guidelines. 

 
J. LANDSCAPING 

1. Approval to develop may be made subject to the Development Officer 
accepting a landscaping plan. 

2. The Development Officer may require measures to retain natural vegetation 
and to protect sensitive soils on the site. 
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3. Any development may be subject to screening from view by vegetation or 
other screening of a visually pleasing nature as required by the Development 
Officer. 

4. Where two or more buildings are located on a lot, the separation distances 
between them may be at the discretion of the Development Officer. 

5. For any developed area, the minimum surface area that may be retained free 
of buildings, roads, parking lots and other fixed roof or hard surface 
installations shall be 10% unless otherwise approved by the Development 
Officer. 

 
K. OFF-STREET PARKING 
 All lots are required to provide adequate parking, as per item 6.16, of this Land Use 

Bylaw, unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  As outlined in the 
Nordegg Development Plan and associated Design Guidelines, shared parking 
facilities between adjacent lots shall be required at the discretion of the 
Development Officer. 

 
L. OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

1. Storage: 
 It is intended that all storage of goods and equipment be contained in doors, 

however limited outside storage may be approved by the Development 
Officer if properly screened so as to not interfere with adjoining uses or 
detract significantly from the natural features of the site and the surrounding 
area. 

2. Outdoor Lighting: 
 Precautions must be taken to ensure that outside lighting does not interfere 

with adjoining uses or detract significantly from the natural features of the 
site and the surrounding area.  Adequate lighting shall be provided to allow 
for security of pedestrian traffic. 

3. Signs: 
 All signs are subject to the approval of the Development Officer.  In 

considering a development application for a sign, the Development Officer 
shall ensure that the proposed sign is consistent with the natural and 
historical setting of the area, as outlined in the Nordegg Development Plan and 
associated Design Guidelines and shall have due regard to the visual impact 
of the sign in relation to features of the site and the surrounding area. 

4. Electrical Service: 
 All electrical service from the transformer to the dwelling or other building 

shall be underground. 
 
5. Excavation: 
 No excavation shall be permitted or carried out on any property except as 

required for the construction of buildings, or the installation of utilities, or 
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for landscaping.  No sand, gravel, or earth shall be removed except as 
required for the aforesaid purposes. 

6. Refuse: 
 All garbage and refuse shall be properly stored in closed containers in a 

sanitary manner so as not to cause any odor or nuisance.  No garbage or 
refuse other than vegetation removed when clearing land shall be burned 
and only after obtaining the necessary permit.  No incinerators or burn 
barrels shall be permitted.  Fire pits are not permitted. 

7. Visual Integrity: 
 No abandoned vehicles, machinery, or other unsightly items shall be kept or 

stored on any property, except within a building, with the intent that all 
properties shall be kept in a neat, clean, and presentable condition. 

8. Miscellaneous: 
 Such other requirements as the Development Officer may decide having 

regard to the nature of the proposed development. 
 
M. DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS 

1. A design review process and design review checklist similar to that outlined 
in the Nordegg Development Plan – Design Guidelines shall be adopted by the 
Development Officer in the review of any proposed development.  The 
review process and checklist may be updated on occasion, at the discretion 
of the Development Officer, to meet changing circumstances and to maintain 
the original intent of the review process and checklist.  The design review 
process shall be required on: 

  (a) All new construction and site development; 
  (b) All exterior alterations; 
  (c) Any alterations to site improvements; 
  (d) All public projects and improvements; 
  (e) Any other development or improvement as deemed by the 

Development Officer. 
2. The main elements of the design review process shall include: 

  (a) A development permit pre-application meeting of the proponent with 
the Development Officer; 

  (b) Review of the development permit application package by the 
Development Officer, with input from design professionals and/or 
other individuals, groups, or committees deemed necessary, in an 
advisory role; 

  (c) Review of the development permit application by the Development 
Officer using evaluation criteria in a checklist format, or other format as 
deemed appropriate by the Development Officer, as developed in the 
Nordegg Development Plan and associated Design Guidelines.  The Nordegg 
Development Plan and associated Design Guidelines shall be considered a 
tool in the evaluation process, and the Development Officer may use 
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discretion in applying the guidelines and intent of the document to any 
specific development or improvement; 

  (d) The design review checklist, or equivalent document, shall be utilized 
by the applicant and the Development Officer when reviewing and 
evaluating the proposed development or improvement in regard to 
design; 

  (e) The applicant shall provide sufficient evidence, plans, and drawings, as 
requested by the Development Officer, that illustrate the appearance of 
proposed building(s), improvement(s), or development(s), and to 
confirm they meet the intent of the Nordegg Development Plan and 
associated Design Guidelines, and the historic treatment requirements 
where necessary; 

  (f) When considering the approval of an application for a development 
permit, the Development Officer must, among other things, be satisfied 
that the proposed development or improvement maintains consistency 
with Nordegg’s historic legacy and natural mountain setting, while 
conforming to the spirit of the Nordegg Development Plan and associated 
Design Guidelines. 
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